
 
 
 

Every Memorial Day, we as Americans take time to remember the soldiers who died serving our country.  We 

lay flowers at their graves.  We touch the monuments erected in their memory.  Sometimes, we even walk on 

the same battlefields where they fought and fell.  Knowing all the while that we wouldn’t be here without 

them.   

In our opinion, this is an American tradition as patriotic as singing the national anthem or reciting the Pledge 

of Allegiance.  And it makes Memorial Day as important as Independence Day or Thanksgiving.  Saluting our 

fallen, honoring their sacrifice, and vowing to build on the ground they broke is the least we can do.  

Furthermore, we believe it inspires us all to be greater citizens ourselves.  

Recently, we came across a speech given by President Woodrow Wilson on May 30, 1914, at the National 

Cemetery in Arlington.  At the time, Memorial Day already had a long history, but it was not yet as 

standardized as it is today.  But with the last veterans of the Civil War passing away, and new storm clouds 

gathering over Europe – World War I would break out a few months later – more and more Americans were 

realizing the importance of giving thanks to those who gave their lives.   

Wilson’s speech – which he apparently gave without any preparation – perfectly describes why this is such a 

vital tradition.  In honor of the holiday, we thought we would share some excerpts from it with you.  We hope 

the words touch your heart as much as they have ours.   

We are so grateful for this nation.  We are so humbled by the knowledge others died so that our country might 

live.  Now, it is our job to ensure their memories forever live on, too.       

On behalf of everyone here at Hudock Capital Group, we wish you a safe and peaceful Memorial Day.   

Sincerely, 

       

Barbara B. Hudock, CIMA®, CPM® 

Chief Executive Officer 

Founding Partner 

Michael J. Hudock, Jr., CPM® 

President and Founding Partner 

Wealth Consultant 

 

P.S. You can find the full version of this speech here: www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/memorial-day-address 
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Memorial Day Address 
Given by Woodrow Wilson, 28th President of the United States, on May 30, 1914 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I have not come here today with a prepared address. But I will not deny 

myself the privilege of joining with you in an expression of gratitude and admiration for the men who 

perished for the sake of the Union. They do not need our praise. They do not need that our admiration 

should sustain them. There is no immortality that is safer than theirs. We come not for their sakes 

but for our own, in order that we may drink at the same springs of inspiration from which they 

themselves drank. 

Whenever a man who is still trying to devote himself to the service of the Nation comes into a 

presence like this, or into a place like this, his spirit must be peculiarly moved. A mandate is laid 

upon him which seems to speak from the very graves themselves. Those who serve this Nation, 

whether in peace or in war, should serve it without thought of themselves. I can never speak in praise 

of war, ladies and gentlemen; you would not desire me to do so. But there is this peculiar distinction 

belonging to the soldier, that he goes into an enterprise out of which he himself cannot get anything 

at all. He is giving everything that he hath, even his life, in order that others may live, not in 

order that he himself may obtain gain and prosperity. And just so soon as the tasks of peace are 

performed in the same spirit of self-sacrifice and devotion, peace societies will not be necessary. The 

very organization and spirit of society will be a guaranty of peace.  Therefore, this peculiar thing 

comes about; that we can stand here and praise the memory of these soldiers in the interest of peace. 

They set us the example of self-sacrifice, which if followed in peace will make it unnecessary that 

men should follow war anymore. 

We are reputed to be somewhat careless in the use of the English language, and yet it is interesting to 

note that there are some words about which we are very careful. We bestow the adjective "great" 

somewhat indiscriminately. A man who has made conquest of his fellow-men for his own gain may 

display such genius in war, such uncommon qualities of organization and leadership that we may call 

him "great," but there is a word which we reserve for men of another kind and about which we are 

very careful. That is the word "noble." We never call a man "noble" who serves only himself; and 

if you will look about through all the nations of the world upon the statues that men have erected, 

you will find that almost without exception they have erected the statue to those who had a splendid 

surplus of energy and devotion to spend upon their fellow-men. Nobility exists in America without 

patent. We have no House of Lords, but we have a house of fame to which we elevate those who, 

forgetful of themselves, study and serve the public interest, who have the courage to face any number 

and any kind of adversary, to speak what in their hearts they believe to be the truth. 

We admire physical courage, but we admire above all things else moral courage. I believe that 

soldiers will bear me out in saying that both come in time of battle. I take it that the moral courage 

comes in going into the battle, and the physical courage in staying in. There are battles which are just 

as hard to go into and just as hard to stay in as the battles of arms, and if the man will but stay and 

think never of himself there will come a time of grateful recollection when men will speak of him not 

only with admiration but with that which goes deeper – with affection and with reverence. 

So that this flag calls upon us daily for service, and the more quiet and self-denying the service, the 

greater the glory of the flag. We are dedicated to freedom, and that freedom means the freedom of 

the human spirit. All free spirits ought to congregate on an occasion like this to do homage to the 

greatness of America as illustrated by the greatness of her sons. 

It has been a privilege, ladies and gentlemen, to come and say these simple words, which I am sure 

are merely putting your thought into language. I thank you for the opportunity to lay this little wreath 

of mine upon these consecrated graves. 


